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SUMMARY 

This  report  provides  current  estimates  of  Boston ' s 
total  and  nonwhite  populations  using  existing  data  sources 
as  indicators  of  population.   The  data  used  include  school 
enrollment  figures  for  public  and  parochial  students  in  the 
1973-74  academic  year  and  births  and  deaths  for  1972.   The 
results  indicate  an  overall  population  loss  of  over  20,000 
in  the  three  and  a  half  years  following  the  1970  Census. 
This  estimate  differs  dramatically  from  estimates  derived 
from  the  Boston  Police  Census,  gains  of  between  5,000  and 
18,000,  depending  on  the  annual  count  examined, and  those 
derived  from  "Boston  Population  Projections:  1980 ",  prepared 
by  the  Housing  Task  Force  of  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority's 
Research  Department  in  conjunction  with  the  National  League 
of  Cities,  a  gain  of  almost  10,000.   Some  reasons  for  these 
discrepancies  are  noted  in  Section  III. 

Preliminary  estimates  for  this  three  and  a  half  year 
period  show  the  number  of  nonwhites  in  Boston  grew  between 
5.4  and  7.8  percent  from  116,073  in  April  1970  to  between 
122,588  and  125,000  in  October  1973.   The  proportion  that 
nonwhites  form  of  the  City's  population  also  increased, 
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from  18.6  percent  to  about  20.3  percent.   Although  the 
percent  of  r.onwhite  grew  in  a  majority  of  the  neighborhoods, 
it  declined  in  South  End,  Fenway-Kenmore  and  Washington  Park 
and  remained  approximately  the  same  in  Roslindale  ,  West  Roxbury 
and  Hyde  Park. 

In  comparison  with  the  1960-70  decade,  these  figures  show 
a  decline  in  the  rate  at  which  the  nonwhite  population  is  in- 
creasing.  During  the  1960 's,  the  nonwhite  population  of  Boston 
increased  69.8%,  or  approximately  7.0%  annually  as  compared  to 
2.2%  for  the  1970-73  interval.   The  decline  in  nonwhite 
growth  for  the  City  as  a  whole  and  the  reversals  in  some 
neighborhoods  indicate  an  incipient  change  in  the  trend  toward 
an  increasingly  nonwhite  population.   Moreover,  natural 
increase,  births  minus  deaths,  has  accounted  for  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  recent  nonwhite  increase  indicating  that  net 
inmigration  of  nonwhites  has  slowed  to  under  1,000  persons  a 
year. 


I .  Use  of  School  Enrollment  and  Vital  Statistics  as 
Indicators  of  Post-Censal  Population  Change 

The  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  has  a  need  for 
information  on  the  current  population  of  the  City  of  Boston 
and  its  characteristics  as  background  for  its  planning  and 
policy  setting  functions.   This  report  provides  estimates 
for  the  total  and  nonwhite  population  of  the  City.   Pre- 
liminary estimates  provide  similar  information  for  Boston's 
neighborhoods.   The  preliminary  estimates  were  obtained 
from  information  about  births  and  deaths  in  Boston  for  1972 
and  public  and  parochial  school  enrollments  for  October 
1973,  and  the  ratios  of  these  indicators  in  1970  to  the  1970 
Census  population.   The  preliminary  estimating  ratios  for 
Boston  as  a  whole  were  then  adjusted  for  recent  trends  in 
the  birth  and  death  rates.   The  nonwhite  estimates  for  neigh- 
borhoods obtained  from  school  enrollment  data  were  commented 
upon  and  evaluated  by  Little  City  Hall  managers,  who  are 
familiar  with  the  individual  neighborhoods,  and  adjusted,  if 
necessary,  in  light  of  their  comments. 
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1.  Data  Sources 

In  order  to  provide  the  BRA  with  estimates  that  could  be 
updated  at  annual  or  biennial  intervals,  data  sources  were 
sought  that  produced  an  annual  series  of  statistics  that 
would  indicate  population  size  and  change  on  a  neighborhood 
level-   The  most  readily  available  data  were  school  enrollment 
statistics  by  residence  areas  and  vital  statistics  on  a  census 
tract  basis.   Other  sources,  such  as  utility  records,  motor 
vehicle  registrations,  voter  registrations  and  housing  unit 
data  were  significantly  more  difficult  to  collect  or  of 
variable  quality  from  year  to  year. 

2 .  Methodology 

a.  School  Enrollment  Method 

Lowell  Richards  used  school  enrollment  data  to  estimate 
the  population  of  BRA  planning  districts  in  1969.   The 
accuracy  of  his  results  for  total  neighborhood  populations 
indicated  that  the  same  methods  might  be  successful  in 
estimating  the  current  total  and  nonwhite  populations  of 
neighborhoods.   Although  the  accuracy  of  this  method  in 
estimating  the  nonwhite  population  of  all  Boston  is 
probably  high,  that  for  individual  neighborhoods  may  be 
considerably  less  where  the  nonwhite  population  is  small 
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and  where  the  School  Committee ' s  Educational  Planning 
Center  (EPC)  may  have  erred  in  correctly  assigning 
students  to  geographic  areas  of  residence  in  the  City. 
The  method  estimates  population  from  current  school 
enrollment  and  the  ratio  of  enrollees  to  all  persons 
in  another  year,  i.e.,  1970,  a  year  in  which  a  Federal 
Census  was  taken. 

Data  on  public  and  parochial  students  resident  in 
Boston,  in  grades  1-8,  by  color  and  residence  area, 
were  obtained  from  the  Educational  Planning  Center  and 
the  Archdiocese  of  Boston.   The  use  of  enrollment  in 
grades  1-8,  rather  than  all  grades,  is  a  standard 
procedure  of  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census  to  avoid 
the  problems  of  voluntary  kindergarten  programs, 
drop-outs,  adult  education  classes,  etc.   Included  among 
public  school  enrollees  were  those  in  ungraded  and 
special  classes  whose  expected  years  of  graduation  would 
place  them  within  these  grades. 

The  Boston  School  Department  considers  nonwhites  to 
be  all  non-caucasians  as  judged  by  school  personnel. 
The  Archdiocese  has  two  nonwhite  categories:   Black  and 
Other  Nonwhite.   The  latter  includes  Spanish  surname  in 
addition  to  the  expected  groups  in  the  other  nonwhite 


category.   To  exclude  Spanish  speaking  Caucasians  included 
by  the  Archdiocese  among  nonwhites  other  than  blacks,  40 
percent  of  parochial  "other  nonwhites"  were  considered 
nonwhite.   This  is  the  percent  of  "other  nonwhites"  and 
Spanish  speaking  in  Boston,  counted  by  the  1970  Census, 
who  were  non-caucasian.   Realizing  that  this  gross  adjust- 
ment, while  reasonable  for  the  entire  City,  may  be  inac- 
curate for  individual  neighborhoods,  neighborhood  specific 
adjustments  were  made  in  those  areas  where  the  40  percent 
might  be  misleading. 

The  residence  sub-areas  of  Boston  provided  for  public 
school  students  in  1970  were  school  districts  of  residence, 
which  were  obtained  from  special  tabulations.   In  1973, 
the  finer  geocode  of  825  police  reporting  areas  was 
available  for  locating  students  within  the  City.   Parochial 
students  were  located  by  parish.   Equivalencies  between 
BRA  planning  districts  and  1970  elementary,  middle  and 
junior  high  districts,  parishes  and  police  reporting  areas 
were  developed  using  map  overlays  and  1970  U.S.  Census 
information  about  the  numbers  of  persons  less  than  18  years 
old,  for  as  small  an  area  as  the  city  block,  where  necessary 
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Similar  information  was  sought  for  METCO  students 
and  private  school  enrollees.   METCO  staff  was  unable 
to  provide  the  information  for  1972  and  subsequent 
years  because  of  an  organizational  policy  change. 
METCO  information  about  its  students  in  1971,  enabled 
estimation  of  its  elementary  students  by  neighborhood 
for  1972.   Collecting  information  on  Boston  students 
enrolled  in  private  school,  by  area  of  residence, 
proved  impossible.   Therefore,  1970  U.S.  Census  figures 
were  used  as  estimates  for  1972.   These  substitutions 
seemed  reasonable  for  a  two-year  period,  but  could  not 
be  done  throughout  the  1970  decade.   Since  METCO  and 
private  school  students  comprise  6  percent  of  the  nonwhite 
and  3  percent  of  Boston's  1970  elementary  school  popu- 
lation, they  can  be  safely  ignored  in  1973  and  future 
population  estimates  based  on  school  enrollments.   A 
trial  comparison  of  estimates  based  on  public  and 
parochial  vs.  all  primary  enrollees  in  1972  bears  this 
out.   The  difference  in  the  estimates  by  neighborhood 
when  these  students  were  counted  or  uncounted  is  negli- 
gible.  Therefore,  for  1970  and  1973,  the  ratio  of 
student  enrollment  to  total  persons  was  based  on  public 
and  parochial  students  only. 


After  information  on  Boston's  elementary  school 
population  was  collected  and  tabulated,  the  ratio  of 
school  children  to  persons  of  all  ages  in  a  neighborhood 
was  calculated  for  1970.   This  ratio  was  adjusted  for 
expected  declines  in  size  through  1973  due  to  falling 
birth  rates.   Then  it  was  used  along  with  1973  enroll- 
ments to  estimate  the  nonwhite  and  total  populations  of 
neighborhoods . 

b.  Vital  Statistics 

Estimates  of  the  total  and  nonwhite  population  of 
Boston  were  also  prepared  from  data  on  births  and  deaths 
to  Boston  residents.   This  method  again  employs  vital 
events  in  the  estimate  year  and  the  ratio  of  vital  events 
to  Census  count  of  persons.   To  reduce  error  in  the 
Census  year  ratio  for  1970,  a  two-year  average  of  births 
and  deaths  centered  on  April,  1970  was  used  rather  than  the 
vital  events  for  a  single  year  which  may  fluctuate  somewhat. 

Information  on  deaths,  by  color  of  deceased,  are  available 
from  the  Department  of  Health  and  Hospitals.   However,  to 
protect  the  confidentiality  of  birth  registrants,  informa- 
tion about  color  for  births  is  not  made  publicly  available. 
Therefore,  estimates  of  births  by  color  for  Boston  were 
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prepared  using  national  infant  mortality  rates  for  1970 
by  color  and  assuming  Boston's  rates  were  of  a  similar 
magnitude.   The  step-by-step  procedure  is  detailed  in 
items  (1)  through  (5)  of  Table  6.   The  results  show 
that,  of  the  8,751  recorded  births  in  Boston  in  1972, 
2,389  or  27.3  percent  were  nonwhite.   The  recorded 
nonwhite  deaths  for  1972  number  909  or  13.2  percent 
of  all  deaths. 

From  the  recorded  deaths  and  estimated  births  to 
nonwhites,  the  1972  nonwhite  population  was  estimated 
using  the  ratios  method  again,  based  on  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  (CBR  and  CDR)  which  are  the  number  of 
vital  events  occurring  in  a  year  per  1,000  persons. 
The  1972  crude  rates  which  are  the  basis  for  the 
population  estimate  were  assumed  to  be  in  line  with  the 
1966-1970  downward  trend  in  the  CDR  and  CBR.   The  method- 
ology employed  to  determine  these  rates  is  shown  in 
Table  5. 
3 .  Results 

Tables  1  through  4  show  the  results  of  calculations 
based  on  school  enrollments.   School  enrollment  data  indicate 
a  population  loss  to  Boston  of  6.7  percent  or  43,000  during  the 
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three  and  a  half  year  period  following  the  1970  Census. 
This  loss  of  approximately  two  percent  a  year  is  double 
the  average  annual  population  loss  of  the  1960-70  decade. 
On  the  other  hand,  nonwhites  increased  by  some  5.4  percent  , 
approximately  6,000  persons  from  116,073  to  122,588  persons. 
Their  numerical  increase  slowed  to  37  percent  of  the  increase 
for  a  comparable  period  during  the  1960s.   Their  average 
annual  post-censal  growth  of  1.54  percent  was  less  than  a 
quarter  of  their  annual  growth  rate  during  the  1960s, 
suggesting  a  marked  deceleration  in  nonwhite  gains.   Never- 
theless, because  of  the  overall  population  loss,  nonwhites 
grew  as  a  percentage  of  the  total  population  from  18.1 
percent  to  20.5  percent. 

Table  2  shows  that  the  two  neighborhoods  to  gain  in 
population  since  1970  were  South  End  (4.3  percent)  and 
Mattapan  (3.3  percent).   All  other  neighborhoods  lost  popu- 
lation , ranging  from  a  2.9  percent  loss  in  Charlestown  to  a 
16.1  percent  drop  in  Hyde  Park.   The  fact  that  ethnically- 
mixed  neighborhoods  show  gains  represents  a  change  from  the 
1960-70  decade  when  fashionable  Back  Bay  and  the  suburban- 
type  neighborhoods  of  Roslindale,  West  Roxbury,  Hyde  Park, 
and,  again,  Mattapan,  showed  sizable  increases. 
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In  contrast,  the  nonwhite  population  of  11  of  the  16 
BRA  neighborhoods  grew  between  1970  and  1973.   See  Table  3. 
Numerically,  the  largest  increases -were  in  Mattapan  (2,851), 
Jamaica  Plain  (1,802),  Allston-Brighton  (1,334)  and  South 
Dorchester  (1,197).   The  highest  percentage  gains  were 
registered  in  these  neighborhoods  and  in  Charlestown  where 
it  appears  that  a  very  small  nonwhite  population  has  expanded 
quite  rapidly.   Nonwhite  losses  are  indicated  in  Washington 
Park  (-2,651),  Fenway-Kenmore  (-625),  Central  (-138),  and  the 
suburban  type  areas  of  Roslindale  (-62),  West  Roxbury  (-44) 
and  Hyde  Park  (-13).   It  appears  that  the  nonwhite  population 
may  be  slowly  moving  from  the  traditional  inner  city  neigh- 
borhoods to  the  more  desirable  areas  of  Allston-Brighton, 
Jamaica  Plain,  South  Dorchester,  and  Mattapan. 

However,  Table  4  indicates  nonwhites  are  still  most 
heavily  concentrated  in  inner  city  neighborhoods.   In  1973, 
they  formed  74.9  percent  of  the  total  population  of  Washington 
Park  and  52.0  percent  of  the  South  End's  population.    In 
Mattapan,  also,  nonwhites  formed  46.8  percent  of  the  total. 
They  comprised  between  10  and  20  percent  of  the  populations 
of  the  Jamaica  Plain,  North  and  South  Dorchester,  and  Central 
areas,  and  smaller  proportions  of  the  remaining  neighborhoods. 
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Results  were  obtained  from  birth  and  death  information 
for  the  entirety  of  Boston  only  and  are  reported  in  Table  5. 
The  crude  birth  rate  approach  yields  a  total  population  esti- 
mate of  541,906  persons  of  22.9  percent  or  123,865  are  nonwhite, 
The  crude  death  rate  estimate  is  618,881   persons  including 
142,031  nonwhites  or,  again,  22.9  percent  of  the  total.   The 
average  of  these  estimates  from  vital  rates  yields  a  total  of 
580,394  persons  and  22.9  percent  or  132,948  nonwhites. 
II .  Analysis  of  the  Data  and  Results 

Post-censal  estimates  are  essential  to  understanding 
current  population  trends.   However,  their  potential  useful- 
ness is  limited  by  their  accuracy.   Any  post-censal  estimates 
have  two  major  problem  areas. 

The  first  is  the  completeness  and  accuracy  of  the  data 
used.   Vital  events  or  enrollees  may  be  missed  or  counted 
twice,  assigned  to  the  wrong  subarea  of  Boston,  assigned  to 
color  groups  on  different  bases.   Similarly,  in  taking 
existing  data  and  adapting  them  to  one's  own  needs,  one  runs 
the  error  of  introducing  error  and  bias  in  the  conversion  of 
information  from  available  to  needed  units,  i.e.,  by  geo- 
graphic areas.   Additionally,  most  indicators  do  not  relate 
equally  well  to  all  sectors  of  the  population  to  be  estimated. 
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In  fact,  births  and  school  children  need  have  no  even  in- 
direct relationship  to  the  numbers  of  older  persons  in  the 
population. 

The  second  problem  with  post-censal  population  estimates 
is  the  inaccuracy  of  the  estimating  relationship  between 
indicator  information  and  numbers  of  persons.   The  relation- 
ship, generally  a  ratio  or  regression  equation,  existing  at 
the  most  recent  Federal  Census  is  usually  used.   However,  this 
estimating  relationship  becomes  outdated  as  the  decade  pro- 
gresses.  Attempts  at  adjusting  the  relationships,  as  was  done 
in  this  study,  to  reflect  expected  changes  over  time  are 
usually  helpful,  but  may  undershoot  or  overshoot  the  mark, 
since  past  changes  or  some  other  past  or  current  indicator 
is  used  as  a  guideline. 

These  general  questions  with  regard  to  data  sources  and 
estimation  methods  have  specific  consequences  for  the  results 
obtained  for  Boston  in  1972  and  1973.    The  ratios  method 
results  using  births  and  deaths  as  indicators  of  population 
size  differ  considerably.   The  nonwhite  estimates  diverge  by 
18,166  persons,  13.7  percent  of  the  average  of  the  two 
estimates  based  on  births  and  deaths.   The  estimates  of  total 
population  differ  by  76,975  or  13.3  percent  of  the  average  of 
the  two  estimates.   This  reveals  some  of  the  difficulties 
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of  trying  to  work  with  vital  statistics  and  crude  vital 
rates  as  indicators  of  population  size  and  change  over  time. 
Although  death  rates  decline  quite, slowly  over  time,  birth 
rates  are  far  more  variable  with  yearly  fluctuations,  as 
well  as  long-term  trends  taking  place.   The  sharp  decline, 
14  percent,  in  births  to  all  Boston  residents  between  1971 
and  1972  (See  Table  6)  may  represent  an  annual  fluctuation 
rather  than  a  real  decline  of  this  magnitude.   Therefore, 
the  estimates  based  on  deaths  are  probably  much  more  reliable. 
Incorporating  the  1966-70  rates  of  decline  in  crude  rates  into 
the  estimation  process  by  assuming  their  continuation  is  a 
reasonable,  but  perhaps  misleading  effort.   The  decline  of 
fertility  nationally  and  locally  has  proceeded  at  a  more 
rapid  pace  in  the  1970 ' s  than  previously,  so  that  the  1972 
CBR  is  almost  certainly  underad justed.   This  is  probably  not 
true  of  the  more  stable  death  rates.   In  fact,  they  may  be 
slightly  overad justed,  because  gains  in  longevity  have 
diminished  in  recent  years. 

Moreover,  the  use  of  crude  rates,  while  an  expedient 
way  of  producing  preliminary  estimates,  is  fraught  with 
additional  problems.   The  crude  rates  relate  vital  events 
to  total  population  without  regard  to  age  and  to  shifts  in  age 
and  marital  composition.   For  example,  the  Boston  Police 
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The  correction  factor  for  smaller  cohorts  of  children 
entering  elementary  school  is  partial,  although  probably 
fairly  complete,  because  it  takes  'into  account  only  smaller 
numbers  of  preschool  children  counted  in  the  1970  Census  and 
not  the  subsequent  small  number  of  deaths  and  likely  outmi- 
gration  occurring  to  this  group  prior  to  1973.   Most  import- 
antly, an  influx  of  childless  persons  would  not  be  indicated 
by  school  enrollees. 

Because  of  this,  another  estimate  was  made  for  Boston 
which  made  separate  assumptions  about  the  component  type  of 
household  groups.   Elementary  school  children  were  used  to 
indicate  persons  in  families  instead  of  total  population. 
Unrelated  individuals  were  estimated  separately  from  existing 
BRA  Research  Department  projections  of  this  group  for  1985. 
"Inmates"  and  "Others  in  Group  Quarters"  were  assumed  to 
remain  at  their  1970  levels.   The  results,  reported  in  Table  7, 
show  a  decline  of  35,000  or  7  percent  of  persons  in  families, 
but  a  gain  of  3  percent  or  3,000  among  nonwhite  family  members. 
Unrelated  individuals  in  both  color  groups  grew  10  percent. 
The  summary  figures  show  an  overall  loss  of  4  percent  or 
25,000  persons,  down  to  616,000  persons,  while  nonwhites 
gained  4  percent  or  4,000  to  20,000.   The  percent  nonwhite 
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Censuses  for  1971  and  1973  showed  a  2  percent  increase  in 
Boston's  population,  but  a  23  percent  jump  in  persons 
20-24  years  of  age,  an  11  percent  growth  of  these  25-34 
years  old,  and  declines  in  the  older  age  groups,  in  the 
two-year  period.   Many  of  the  women  in  these  traditionally 
fertile  age  groups  are  not  prospective  childbearers,  however, 
because  they  are  students  or  careerists  who,  at  the  least, 
delay  marriage  and  childbearing.   These  "unrelated  individuals 
are  forming  an  ever  larger  part  of  Boston's  population. 
Additionally,  it  is  expected  that  migration  into  Boston  is 
responsible  for  much  of  the  growth  in  this  group  since  1970. 
Since  there  are  a  disproportionate  number  of  persons  unlikely 
to  bear  children  or  die  among  these  inmigrants,  their  pre- 
sence is  not  indicated  by  vital  events  and  they  must  be 
presumed  to  be  missing  from  these  estimates.   These  questions 
are  particularly  important  to  understanding  the  difficulties 
of  estimating  white  residents,  but  affect  nonwhite  population 
estimates,  also,  probably  to  a  smaller  but  indeterminate 
extent. 

Similar  problems  affect  the  estimates  from  elementary 
school  enrollments,  although  the  broad  age  range  of  these 
children  makes  yearly  fluctuations  in  their  numbers  unlikely. 
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ls   19.6  percent,  an  increase  from  1970' s  18.5  percent 
figure  but  below  the  20.5  percent  and  22.9  percent  result- 
ing from  school  enrollment  and  vital  statistics  estimates, 
respectively. 
Comparison  of  Estimates  Results 

Which  of  these  estimates  is  more  accurate  and  should  be 
used  as  estimates  of  the  total,  white  and  nonwhite  populations? 
Because  of  the  recent  downswing  in  births,  estimates  based  on 
birth  data  are  clearly  unreliable  and  far  too  low.   The  results 
from  death  data  are  far  more  reliable  because  they  are  based 
on  vital  events  that  affect  the  entire  population  to  a  greater 
or  lesser  degree.   However,  nonwhites  may  be  somewhat  over- 
estimated because  the  crude  death  rate  for  1966  uses  a 
straight  linear  interpolation  of  the  total  nonwhite  population, 
which  may  be  too  low  given  the  evidence  that  most  of  the 
migration  of  Negroes  to  large  non-Southern  cities  during  the 
1960s  occurred  during  the  first  half  of  the  decade.* 

The  first  school  enrollments  estimates  almost  certainly 
underestimate  the  total  and  white  populations.   The  estimates 
using  school  enrollments  to  indicate  family  members  only  is 
preferable  in  that  unrelated  individuals  are  explicitly 


*  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  U.S.  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics, 
The  Social  and  Economic  Status  of  Negroes  in  the  United 
States,  1969.   Current  Population  Reports,  Series  P-23, 
No.  29,  BLS  Report  No.  375  (Washington,  D.C.,  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office,  1970) . 


-  18  - 

accounted  for.   The  white  and  total  figures  seem  more 
reasonable.   However,  the  nonwhite  figures  are  too  low, 
a  gain  of  some  4,300,  given  that  Table  6  shows  the  nonwhite 
population  grew  by  almost  5,600  in  natural  increase  alone. 
Net  outmigration  of  nonwhites  does  not  seem  a  reasonable 
occurrence  at  this  time.   Therefore,  although  the  latter 
three  methods  give  useful  information,  one  is  not  clearly- 
best.   From  these  results,  one  can  conclude  that  the  popula- 
tion of  Boston  in  October  1973  was  approximately  615,000 
including  125,000  or  20.3  percent  nonwhite. 

Since  these  figures  show  a  substantial  decline  in 
population  not  indicated  by  other  data  sources  such  as  the 
annual  Boston  Police  Census  and  the  BRA  Housing  Task  Force 
projections,  based  on  housing  units  expected  to  be  in  use, 
caution  must  be  exercised  in  their  use.   However,  they 
should  not  be  disregarded.   It  would  be  wise  to  check  their 
reliability  by  repeating  the  estimates  based  on  deaths  and 
school  enrollments  annually  or  semi-annually.   They  should 
also  be  thoroughly  checked  against  other  existing  data 
sources.   The  broad  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  this  report 
is  that  Boston  is  losing  population  at  a  faster  rate  than  it 
did  during  the  1960s.   This  is  a  result  of  the  much  slower 
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growth  of  nonwhites  during  the  1970s,  a  net  gain  of  under 
1,000  instead  of  just  under  5,000  annually,  while  Boston  has 
continued  to  lose  approximately  10,000  whites  each  year. 
These  startling  conclusions  deserve  scrutiny  and  consideration 
by  all  those  who  plan  for  the  City  of  Boston. 


OCTOBER  197  3  POPULATION  ESTIMATES  FOR  BOSTON  AND  BRA  PLANNING  DISTRICTS, 
BASED  OH  PRIMARY  SCHOOL  ENROLLMENTS ,  BY  COLOR 


Boston 
White 
Nonwhite 

East  Boston 
White 
Nonwhite 

Charlestovn 
White 
Nonwhite 

South  Boston 
White 
Nonwhite 

Central 
White   . 
-Nonwhite 

Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill 
White 
Nonwhite 

South  End 
White 
Nonwhite 

Fenway -Konmore 
White 
Nonwhite 

Alls ton -Bright on 
White 
Nonwhi  te 

Jamaica  Plain-Parker  Hill 
White 
Nonwhi to 


Washington  Park-Model  Cities   11,185 
White 
Nonwhite 

North  Dorchester 
White 
Nonwhite 

South  Dorchester 
White 
Nonwhite 

Roslindale 
White 
Nonwhite 

West  Roxbury 
White 
Nonwhite 

Hyde  Park 
White 
Nonwhite 

Mattapan 
White 
Nonwhite 


Resident 

Adjusted 

Resident 

Enrollment 

Enrollment 

Enrollment 

Estimated 

Grades  1-8 

Population 

Population 

Grades  1-8 

Populat  ion 

1970 

1970 

(1)^(2) 

1973 

1973(4)^(3) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

76,438 

641,071 

.119  ' 

71,014 

596,756 

54,981 

524,737 

.102 

46,619 

457,049 

21,457 

116,334 

.199 

24,395 

122,588 

5,521 

38,867 

.142 

4,647 

32,725 

5,348 

38,425 

.134 

4,410 

32,910 

173 

442 

.422 

237 

562 

2,199 

15,349 

.143 

2,131 

14,902 

2,181 

15,130 

.139 

2,081 

14,971 

18 

219 

.088 

50 

568 

5,625 

38,461  ( 

.146 

5,001 

34,253 

5,492 

37,798 

.140 

4,743 

33,879 

133 

673 

.214 

258 

1,205 

1,462 

19,314 

.076 

1,168 

15,368 

1,293 

17,563 

.072 

947 

13,153 

169 

1,751 

.137 

221 

1,613 

265 

27,531 

.010 

264 

26.400 

172 

26,464 

.006 

156 

26,000 

93 

1,067 

.094 

108 

1,149 

2,310 

22,663 

.102 

2,413 

23,657 

797 

10,714 

.072 

729 

10,125 

1,513 

11,949 

.137 

1,684 

12,292 

891 

32,955 

.027 

799 

29.592 

322 

29,969 

.011 

332 

30,181 

559 

2,986 

.202 

477 

2,361 

4,684 

63,653 

.074 

4,067 

54,959 

4,322 

61,007 

.069 

3,478 

50,406 

362 

2,646 

.148 

589 

3,980 

5,872 

47,767 

.123 

5,228 

42,504 

4,109 

40,139 

.099 

3,129 

31,606 

1,763 

7,628 

.249 

2,099 

8,430 

11,185 

71,090 

.157 

10,792 

68,739 

2,447 

16,962 

.139 

1,835 

13,201 

8,738 

54,128 

.174 

8.957 

51,477 

5,234 

32,665 

.160 

5,005 

31,281 

3,966 

28,429 

.135 

3,460 

25,630 

1,268 

4,236 

.323 

1,545 

4,783 

10,511 

74,404 

.141 

10,054 

71,305 

8,492 

66,661 

.123 

7,533 

61,244 

2,019 

7,743 

.282 

2,521 

8,940 

4,890 

39, 548 

.124 

4,442 

35,823 

4,64  7 

38, 521 

.117 

4,195 

35,855 

243 

1,027 

.256 

247 

965 

3.858 

34,989 

.110 

3,685 

33,500 

3,796 

34,760 

.105 

3,632 

35,637 

61 

229 

.287 

53 

185 

4,923 

34,977 

.141 

4,138 

29,348 

4,781 

34,735 

.133 

3,993 

30,023 

142 

242 

.633 

145 

229 

6,953 

45,449 

.153 

7,180 

46,928 

2,758 

26,342 

.102 

1,976 

19,  373 

4,195 

19,107 

.237 

5,2  04 

21,958 

Adjustment  factors  of  .998  for  total,  .967  for  white,  and  1.079  for  nonwhite  populations  a: 
derived  from  expected  changes  in  elementary  school  population  based  on  1970  Census  counts 
of  children  by  single  years  of  age. 
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Table  4 

PERCENT  NONWHI TE  OF  1960,  1970  AND 
ESTIMATED  OCTOBER  1973  NEIGHBORHOOD  POPULATIONS 


East  Boston 
Charlestown 
South  Boston 
Central 
Back  Bay- 
South  End 
Fenway -Kenmore 
Allst on -Bright on 
Jamaica  Plain 
Washington  Park 
North  Dorchester 
South  Dorchester 
Roslindale 
V.'est  Roxbury 
Hyde  Park 
Mattapan 

Planning  District  Totals 


Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Nonwhi te 

Nonwhi te 

Nonwhi te 

1960 

1970 

1973 

0.2 

1.1 

1.7 

0.6 

1.4 

3.8 

0.3 

1.7 

3.5 

9.9 

9.1 

10.5 

2.2 

3.9 

4.4 

41.7 

52.7 

52.0 

9.1 

9.1 

8.0 

0.9 

4.2 

7.3 

5.0 

16.0 

19.8 

44.2 

76.1 

74.9 

3.1 

13.0 

15.3 

0.5 

10.4 

12.5 

1.0 

2.6 

2.7 

0.2 

0.6 

0.6 

0.3 

0.7 

0.8 

1.1 

42.0 

46.8 

9.8 


18.1 


20.5 


Other 


Boston 


9.8 


18.2 


< 


-  24  - 
Table  5 


ESTIMATED  POPULATION  OF  CITY  OF  BOSTON  IN  1972, 

BASED  ON  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  AND  CHANGES  IN  CRUDE  RATES 

BETWEEN  1960  AND  1970 


1966 

(1)  Number  of  vital  events 
to  Boston  residents 

Estimated  1966  population 

(2)  (1960  persons  +0.6 
(1970-1960  persons)) 

(3)  Crude  rates  (per  1,000 
persons)  (  (l)f  (2) )x  1,000 

1970 

(4)  Crude  rate-  (per  1,000 
persons)  (2-year  average 
centered  on  April  1970) 

Change  between  1966  and  1970 

(5)  Absolute 

(6)  Percent 

(7)  Average  for  a  2-year 
period 


9,253 


566,307 


16.3 


15.3 


1.0 
6.1 


-  3.0 


Births 


Nonwhite 


3,090 


97,202 


31.8 


23.7 


-  8.1 
-25.5 


-12.8 


White 


7,879 


566,307 


13.9 


13.1 


-  0.8 

-  5.8 


Deaths 


Nonwhite 


815 


97,202 


8.4 


7.0 


-  1.4 
-16.6 


-  8.3 


1972 

(8)  Expected  crude  rates 

(4)  +  (4)  x  (7) 

(9)  Number  of  vital  events 
to  Boston  residents 


14.8 


6,187 


20.7 


2,564 


12.7 


6,056 


6.4 


909 


(10)  Estimated  population  based 
on  expected  1972  crude 
rates  (8)  '-    (7) 

(11)  Percent  nonwhite 


418,041       123,865    541,906 
22.9 


476,850 


142,031 
22.9 


Sources:  (1),  (4),  (9)  City  of  Boston,  Department  of  Health  and  Hospital  Reports. 
(2),  (4)  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Census  of  Population  and  Housing  for 
1960  and  1970. 
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